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Scottie Sheffler Article Spread
Christians in Sport Annual Magazine

Scottie Sheffler surprised the golfing
world with his comments before the 2025
Open at Portrush. Jonny reid examines

what we can take from his statements,
and how they can point us to an identity
beyond sport.

Scottie Scheffler is not a nihilist.

At least, | don't think so. I've never met him. But the
comments that have sent the golfing world into a frenzy
come not because he said something shocking—but
because he said the quiet part out loud.

“This is not a fulfilling life,” he admitted during a
thoughtful press conference before teeing off as the
tournament favourite at The Open in Royal Portrush,

Sport—even when you're the world number one—isn't
meant to fulfill us completely. It can't. And Scottie
Scheffler had the honesty and courage to say that,

“There are a lot of people that make it to what they
thought was going to fulfil them in life... You get to No. 1
in the world and they're like, What's the point? L really do
believe that, because what is the point? Why do | want to
win this tournament so bad? It's something that | wrestle
with on a daily basis.”

Scottie isn't the first to express this—but he may be the
first to say it from the very top.

And understandably, that confuses us.

A stonecutter culture

Have you heard the fable of the stonecutter?

A poor man, content in his hard life, delivers a stone to
the house of a rich merchant. Envy strikes. He wishes to
be a merchant—and his wish is granted. But then he sees
a prince, then the sun, then a cloud, then a mountain—
each more powerful than the last—and wishes to become

each one in turn,

But in the end, he finds his greatest power was simply to
be the stonecutter.

Scottie Scheffler, in our eyes, has become the

mountain=the world number one golfer. And yet, he
admits it hasn't satisfied him. That unsettles us. It
certainly seemed to puzzle many in the golfing media,
who have long fantasised about standing where he

stands.

In & culture that prizes upward momentum and
achievement as the highest form of self-worth, we simply
cannot comprehend someone reaching the top and
saying: “It's not enough.”

Scheffler is wealthy, successful, married=by all
standards, he has "everything.” And yet he confesses
that, in eternal terms, everythingis really nothing.

There are a lot of
people that make it to
what they thought was
going to fulfil them

in life... (they) get to
No. 1 in the world and
they’re like, ‘What’s the
point?’

Scottie Sheffler, Portrush 2025

Life as a gift, not gain

In the fable, the stonecutter comes full circle. He learns
that true power lies in being who he already was. For
Scheffler, the restlessness of sport finds peacein

an identity outside of himself.

For Scheffler his angst at golf finds its peace in him
placing his confidence, not in himself, but in an identity
outside of himself.

He's spoken openly about the tension he feels: that golfis
both deeply important and entirely irrelevant. As sports
journalist Kyle Porter put it:
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COMPETITION THE BAD
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SELFISH PRIDE
Com- (prefix) Petere (Root)
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LR o There is a danger that we
strive only to win and fail

| | to love others.

“Together” “To Strive”

IDOLATRY

We can be tempted to
value competition more
highly than Christ.

COMPETITION COMPETITION
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POWER?
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LIVING IN GOD'S PEOPLE,
WHO ARE WILLING TO GO!
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ABOUT JESUS?
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THE GO00D
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WORSHIP

We strive to use our
God-given talents for His
glory.

WITNESS

We take our chance to strive
together with others,
displaying the humility of
Christ distinctively.

COMPETITION

IT'S EASY TO WRITE
PEOPLE OFF BECAUSE:

THEY SEEy
BORPL B
CONTENT

WHAT DOES TRHE
BIBLE SAY?
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...He who began a good work in you will
carry it on to completion until the day of
Christ Jesus.

Philippians 1:6

...continue to work out your salvation with

fear and trembling, for it is God who works

in you to will and to act in order to fulfill his
good purpose.

Philippians 2:12-13

COMPETITION

BUT ACTS
ENCOURAGES US
TO EXPECT THE
UNEXPECTED.

YET SAUL GREW MORE
AND MORE POWERFUL
AND BAFFLED THE
JEWS LIVING IN
DAMASCUS BY
PROVING THAT JESUS
IS THE MESSIAH.

ACTS 8:22

/f

The Word

became flesh

and made 1)
.,q.
his dwelling

John1:14

e

COMPETITION IS NOT GOOD FOR [ ]
EVERYONE - NOR IS IT GOOD FOR
EVERYONE TO ABSTAIN FROM
COMPETITION.

JUST BECAUSE SOMETHING IS TRICKY, A STRUGGLE OR
A TEMPTATION, DOES NOT MEAN WE HAVE TO
WITHDRAW. WE MIGHT NEED TO, BUT IT CAN BE A
PLACE WHERE GOD CAN REALLY WORK, BY HIS SPIRIT,
TO EQUIP US TO BE MORE LIKE HIM AND TO CARRY ON
TO DO GOOD WORK IN US.

CLOZNIRIESTRIBTNEOIN;

SO THINK ABOUT YOUR
TEAM: WHO ARE YOU
TEMPTED TO WRITE :
OFF? -\

ASK GOD TO GIVE YOU
THE OPPORTUNITY
TO SHARE JESUS
AND TRUST THAT YOU
ARE SAFE AND
SECURE IN HIS LOVE
AS YOU DO THIS.
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Wedding Stationary
Personal Projects

MERV & NINA NESBITT
with
JAMES & ANDREA MORRIS

INVITE YOU TO THE WEDDING OF

JOSH & AMBER

Saturday 28th September 2024
1:00 PM
St. Matthews Church
Redhill, Surrey
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THE CEREM(
RECEPT

CEREMONY:
1:00 PM

St. Matthew’s Church
71 Station Road
Redhill
Surrey
RIIIDL

JNY AND
ION

RECEPTION:
3:30 PM

Bysshe Court Farm
Chithurst Lane
Horne
Surrey
RH6 9JU

RSVP details

e

withjoy.com/joshandamber24
Password: 28September
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INTERNSHIP 7
HANDBOOK

You can also give online at:

g-uk/gl

Telephone* I

I would like to make a regular gift of: . £10/month . £25/month -other: i1 |
startingon I 1st WM i5th I 25¢th of IS (month of first payment)

Name of Account Holder: [N
Account Number: _ sortCode: - N -IH Signature: |
| would like to make a one-off gift of £ || by: | | cheque W voucher

k use only: Pay to Christians in Sport, Account Number 44850000, Sort Code 51-50-00, N

AN YOU BOOST YOUR DONATION? 25P OF GIFT AID FOR EVERY £1 YOU DONATE!

Gift Aid is reclaimed by Christians in Sport from the tax you pay for the current tax year. In arder to Gift Aid your
donation please complete for one person only, ensure your full address is entared above and tick all baxes below that
apply.
| make untl further notice. |
‘aimed on sl my donations in thattax

o | have made in the lzst

i v rncuested to receive additianal email content fram
i e e el

Documentation

Christians in Sport

WELCOME

We are delighted ta have you join the Christians in Sport team as wea relaunch
the internship this year! The internship is a programme that has trained and
equipped over 100 peaple in reaching the world of sport and beyond for Christ
and we are excited for you to continue this legacy.

The purpose of the intarnship is as follows:

ROOTED IN TRAINED TO SENT INTO
CHRIST LEAD THE GAME
Ta help mature intems To train up interns to be To helpinterns discem a
n faéth and gospel leaders of the milssian in future ministry vocaticn
convictians the future: and pravide a stepping
stans inta this

Our prayer is that this will be true for you and that your time with us will be of real,
lasting value as you think biblically and engage practically in the mission field of
sport; as together, we continue to build on the 45 years of reaching the world of
sport for Christ, that has gone before us.

Training people in gospel work has always basn a key part of our mission. This
year wa want ta give you an opportunity to grow in your undarstanding of God's
‘Word and to deepen your convictions to make disciples of Jesus in the world of
sport. We plan to give you plenty of experiences and training, which will stretch
and develop you as a leader in gospel work.

WE'RE ALL IN FOR CHRIST,
WE'RE ALL IN ON SPORT,

AND WE'RE ALL INIT TOGETHER.

BUT WHAT'S THE PLAN?

What is the role God has for Christians in Sport in reaching the world of sport for
Christ? What change do we want to see and what, under God, will we do to bring about

this change?
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PURPOSE

PEOPLE

PROGRESS

PASSIONS

CHRISTIANS
IN SPORT

Dear {First Name},

As we're sure you know, 2024 is another huge year
for sport. The opportunity to reach sportspeople
with the good news of Jesus this year is significant.

Soit's ‘Game On"and we're asking you to prayerfully
consider partnering with us financially.

We are donations based and like many others have
seen costs increase in recent years. Can you donate
and help with a number of exciting opportunities we
face today?

Please read through the enclosed leaflet and
prayerfully consider whether you can give?
To make a gift please complete

. . . the form overleaf and return
To help with planning we are praying for 200 in the freepost envelope

responses in the next 30 days. Could you be one of provided. You can also donate
these? online at
christiansinsport.org.uk/give

Yours,

Keith Proctor and Graham Daniels
Directors

KEY QUESTIONS

Why does Christians in Sport exist?

Who are the people God will use to bring this purpose to life?

at progress do we want to see in the lives of the people we work with?

What's the plan to achieve this?

What passions drive the work, us as a team and are non-negotiable?
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The Gospel of J Sa/mS
Mark

HAVE YOU EVER
WONDERED?
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ARBWANINGTHROUGH. Though he may stumble,
he will not fall...

3

the LORD upholds him
with His hand.
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To view more of my video work, all of which
was designed by me, visit my website here.

Contact: josh@honeybeach.studio

Posters and Art JOOSH
Personal Projects MORR'S


http://honeybeach.studio

